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Assessment	for	Learning	Policy	

At	Cronk	y	Berry	School	we	have	a	responsibility	to	all	our	children	to	tailor	learning	to	best	suit	
their	individual	needs.	This	is	called	Personalised	learning.	
Assessment	for	Learning	(AfL)	involves	using	evidence	and	feedback	to	idenAfy	where	pupils	are	in	
their	learning,	what	they	need	to	do	next	and	how	best	to	achieve	this.	

The	Governing	Body	and	all	staff	are	commiFed	to	the	importance	of	effecAve	assessment	for	
learning.	

The	Aims	of	Assessment	for	Learning	at	CYB:	

•	Every	child	knows	how	they	are	doing,	and	understands	what	they	need	to	do	to	improve	and	
how	to	get	there.	They	get	the	support	they	need	to	be	moAvated,	independent	learners	on	an	
ambiAous	trajectory	of	improvement.	

•	Every	teacher	is	equipped	to	make	well-founded	judgements	about	pupils’	aFainment,	
understands	the	concepts	and	principles	of	progression,	and	knows	how	to	use	their	assessment	
judgements	to	forward	plan,	parAcularly	for	pupils	who	are	not	fulfilling	their	potenAal.	

•	We	have	in	place	structured	and	systemaAc	assessment	systems	for	making	regular,	useful,	
manageable	and	accurate	assessments	of	pupils,	and	for	tracking	their	progress.	

•	Every	parent	and	carer	is	provided	with	the	opportunity	to	know	how	their	child	is	doing,	what	
they	need	to	do	to	improve,	and	how	they	can	support	the	child	and	their	teachers.	

• There	is	consistency	in	the	assessment	of	learning	across	the	school.	

The	ExpectaAons	for	Assessment	

1. Assessment	for	Learning	
2. Record	keeping		
3. The	collaAon	of	assessment	data.		

1. Assessment	for	Learning		

Assessment	is	recognised	to	be	a	key	part	of	the	planning	cycle	at	CyB	School	and	as	such	all	staff	
understand	that	assessment	will	inform	future	learning	and	teaching	of	the	curriculum.	Evidence	
of	this	should	be	seen	in	planning,	specifically	in	medium-term	plans	as	laid	out	by	the	school	
medium-term	planning	templates.		

The	seNng	of	targets	as	a	consAtuent	part	of	the	AfL	cycle	should	originate	from	curriculum	
objecAves	as	laid	out	in	the	school	planning	documentaAon	and	formaAve	assessment	of	children’s	
learning.	Targets	should	be	set	for	Numeracy,	Literacy	(Reading,	WriAng	and	Speaking	&	Listening)	
and	Science	(Sc1	years	1-6	only)	and	shared	with	the	children	regularly.	They	should	also	be	shared	
with	parents	as	part	of	discussions	during	the	parents	evenings	held	each	academic	year.		
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Targets	for	children	with	Special	EducaAonal	Needs	including	and	above	the	level	of	School	AcAon	
may	also	be	set,	and	do	not	need	to	be	duplicated	when	seNng	literacy	and	numeracy	targets.	

2.	Record	keeping		

Transfer	folder		-	assessment	of	the	core	subjects	is	ongoing	throughout	the	academic	year.		This	is	
the	minimum	documentaAon	that	should	be	kept	up	to	date	by	all	teaching	staff	to	assess	the	
progress	and	aFainment	of	all	children.	The	assessment	of	mixed	year	group	classes	may	require	
that	extra	documentaAon	be	created	to	maintain	the	data	of	a	complete	cohort,	or	that	
documentaAon	be	shared	between	one	or	more	members	of	teaching	staff	to	meet	the	expected	
standards.	Historical	pupil	data	will	be	stored	in	data	protecAon	requirements	in	the	agreed	secure	
locaAon	(in	the	locked	cupboard).	

WriAng	PorGolio	-	Assessment	of	wriAng	is	ongoing	throughout	the	academic	year.	
A	wriAng	porUolio	should	be	kept	for	every	child.		This	should	contain	a	variety	of	pieces	of	wriAng	
(ficAon	and	non-ficAon	from	different	sources)	which	are	collated	and	assessed	throughout	the	
year.		A	cover	sheet	should	be	included	in	all	porUolios	which	provides	an	overall	view	of	the	
progress	and	aFainment	of	the	child	during	that	academic	year.		Monitoring	of	the	wriAng	
porUolios	will	be	carried	out	at	least	once	per	term	by	the	Literacy	Co-ordinator.	

Science	Tracker	-	The	digital	Seven	Strands	Tracker	for	each	cohort	(apart	from	current	years	R,	5	
and	6)	will	be	used	to	record	all	assessment	of	Science	using	the	criteria	contained	within	the	
document	as	supplied	by	the	Department.	This	digital	document	will	be	kept	up	to	date	and	will	be	
passed	between	teaching	staff	of	the	cohort	so	that	a	conAnuous	record	of	the	children’s	
aFainment	and	progress	is	maintained.		
ModeraAon	of	this	will	be	carried	out	by	the	Science	Co-ordinator	at	least	once	per	term.	

Numeracy	-	Staff	can	use	the	Numeracy	Seven	Strands	Tracker	alongside	the	paper	copy	in	the	
transfer	file.	These	must	be	kept	up	to	date	and	will	be	passed	between	teaching	staff	of	the	
cohort	so	that	a	conAnuous	record	of	the	children’s	aFainment	and	progress	is	maintained.		
ModeraAon	of	this	will	be	carried	out	by	the	numeracy	Co-ordinator	at	least	once	per	term.		

RecepAon	Assessment	PorGolios:		Each	child	has	an	individual	porUolio	containing	the	assessment	
descriptors	and	evidence	to	jusAfy	their	level	of	aFainment.		Progress	is	shown	throughout	the	
year	and	highlighted	termly	in	different	colours.	

3.	CollaAon	of	assessment	data		
Arbor,	school	trackers,	transfer	files,	Pupil	Progress	informaAon	and	documents.	

Assessment	for	Learning	strategies	used	at	CronkyBerry;	

SummaAve	Assessments:	
Teachers	are	required	to	submit	summaAve	data	in	naAonal	curriculum	levels	in	Speaking	and	
Listening,	Reading,	WriAng,	Maths	and	Science	on	Arbor	3	Ames	per	academic	year.		
When	making	the	summaAve	assessments	for	each	child,	the	assessment	documents	for	reading,	
wriAng,	maths	and	science	issued	by	the	department	must	be	used.	This	includes	how	to	make	a	
summaAve	judgement.		
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i.e.	students	are	given	credit	for	what	they	can	do	independently	and	should	not	be	required	to	
prove	their	understanding	mulAple	Ames.	

Involve	pupils	in	their	learning:	

1. Explaining	clearly	the	reasons	for	the	lesson	or	acAvity,	in	terms	of	the	learning	objecAves	
2. Sharing	the	specific	assessment	criteria	with	pupils	
3. Helping	pupils	to	understand	what	they	have	done	well	and	what	they	need	to	develop	
4. Showing	pupils	how	to	use	the	assessment	criteria	to	assess	their	own	learning	

Model	quality:	show	pupils	the	learning	strategies	and	goals:	

1. Encouraging	pupils	to	listen	to	the	range	of	responses	to	quesAons	
2. Showing	pupils	the	learning	strategies	
3. Showing	pupils	how	the	assessment	criteria	have	been	met	in	some	examples	of	work	from	

children	not	known	to	the	pupils	
4. Encouraging	pupils	to	review	examples	from	anonymous	pupils	that	do	not	meet	the	

assessment	criteria,	in	order	to	suggest	the	next	steps	to	meeAng	the	assessment	criteria	
5. Using	examples	of	work	from	other	pupils	in	the	class	highlighAng	the	ways	it	meets	the	

assessment	criteria	or	standards	

Give	feedback	to	pupils	on	their	work:	

1. Focusing	on	the	task,	giving	regularly	and	while	sAll	relevant	
2. Confirming	pupils	are	on	the	right	track	and	sAmulaAng	the	correcAon	of	errors	or	

improvement	of	a	piece	of	work.	
3. Giving	suggesAons	for	improvement	and	act	as	"scaffolding"	i.e.	give	pupils	as	much	help	as	

they	need	to	use	their	knowledge.	Do	not	give	the	complete	soluAons	as	soon	as	they	get	
stuck	so	that	they	must	think	things	through	for	themselves	

4. Help	pupils	find	alternaAve	soluAons	if	simply	repeaAng	an	explanaAon	conAnue	to	lead	to	
failure	

5. Give	feedback	on	progress	over	a	number	of	aFempts	rather	than	feedback	on	
performance	treated	in	isolaAon	

6. Oral	feedback	is	usually	more	effecAve	than	wriFen	feedback.	
7. Give	pupils	the	skills	and	confidence	to	ask	for	help.	

Develop	self-assessment	at	an	appropriate	level:	

1. Help	pupils	reflect	on	their	own	work	
2. Support	pupils	to	admit	problems	without	risk	to	self-esteem	
3. Give	Ame	to	work	problems	out	
4. Help	pupils	understand	the	criteria	or	standards	that	will	be	used	to	assess	their	work	
5. Give	pupils	the	ability	to	make	judgements	about	their	work	in	relaAon	to	these	and	any	

feedback	from	the	teacher	
6. Help	them	work	out	the	implicaAons	of	this	for	future	acAon.	
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Develop	peer	assessment	at	an	appropriate	level:	

1. Give	pupils	the	ability	to	explore	each	others’	work	to	allow	them	to	see	different	ways	of	
tackling	the	same	task	and,	as	a	result,	extend	their	own	repertoire	

2. Help	pupils	work	with	others	to	look	at	a	range	of	imperfecAons	and	misconcepAons	
through	which	they	can	explore	their	own	understanding	and	misunderstanding	

3. Help	pupils	to	become	clearer	about	their	own	expectaAons	through	trying	to	explain	
strengths	and	weaknesses	to	others.	This	may	result	in	the	learning	of	new	and	more	
efficient	strategies	

Sharing	Criteria	with	Learners:		This	may	include:	

• Explaining	learning	objecAves	at	start	of	lesson/unit	
• Giving	criteria	in	pupils’	language.	
• Having	posters	of	key	words	to	talk	about	learning	eg	describe,	explain,	evaluate.	
• Using	planning/wriAng	frames.	
• Using	examples	of	pupils’	work	to	show	pupils	what	criteria	look	like	in	pracAce	
• Sharing	marking	schemes	with	pupils	and	give	Ame	to	think	through,	in	discussion	with	others,	

what	this	might	mean	in	pracAce	when	applied	to	their	own	work.	
• Giving	opportuniAes	for	pupils	to	design	their	own	tests.	

Feedback	and	Marking:	

See	separate	policy.	

AfL	Non-negoAables	-	(a	range	of	these	to	be	used	in	lessons)	

WALT	and	WILF	shared	(where	appropriate)	
Children	help	to	write	WILF	
Success	criteria	shared	with	children	
Opportunity	given	for	self	assessment	and	peer	assessment		(e.g	green,	orange,	red)	
Working	walls	
Modelling	good	pracAce	
Focus	groups	
Thumbs	up,	thumbs	down	for	self	assessment	
Children	raAng	effort	they	have	put	in	to	a	task/acAvity	(1,	2,	3	)	
Time	given	to	children	for	reflecAon	during	and	at	the	end	of	the	lesson	
Mini	plenary	
Lollipop	sAcks	
Show	children’s	work	as	examples	of	high	quality;	children	learning	from	each	other	
EffecAve	quesAoning.	
PromoAon	of	growth	mindset	strategies;	‘Have	a	go’	aNtude	
Targets	shared	with	children		
Use	of	posiAve	‘I	can’	statements	
Use	of	feedback	and	marking	policy.	
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Monitoring	the	quality	of	assessment:	

•	Pupil	progress	meeAngs	will	be	held	with	all	teaching	staff	at	least	twice	a	year,	within	a	
Amescale	dictated	by	the	SLT	of	the	school	as	noted	in	the	school	Assessment	Schedule	
for	the	current	academic	year.	
• Through	observaAons	
•	By	moderaAon	of	the	assessment	of	all	three	core	subjects,	carried	out	as	and	when	
required,	within	the	school	and	with	other	schools.	
•	Monitoring	of	assessment	documentaAon	and	procedures	will	be	conAnuous,	carried	out	
when	deemed	necessary	by	Senior	Leadership	and	Management	Team	members	and	
subject	co-ordinators,	or	as	part	of	moderaAon	visits	carried	out	by	members	of	the	
Department	for	EducaAon	and	Children.	
•	The	scruAnising	of	pupil’s	learning	books	and	folders	to	evidence	the	quality	of	feedback.	

References	to	other	school	policies:	

• Feedback	and	Marking	Policy	
• Learning	and	Teaching	Policy	

Useful	Links	

hFp://assessment.tki.org.nz/Assessment-in-the-classroom/Assessment-for-learning-in-pracAce	

hFp://assessment.tki.org.nz/Assessment-in-the-classroom/Teaching-as-inquiry	
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